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Audience
General Public

Quick Access Maps: How do I access the data for
each layer?
1.

Navigate to http://www.sjcindiana.com/GIS

2.

Select Quick Links.

3.

Select Quick Access GIS Maps hyperlink at the bottom of the
page.

4.

Scroll the Gallery using arrows to desired map – topic maps are
in alphabetical order.

5.

Click on map to launch.

6.

Select Layers tab to toggle off and on desired layer.

7.

Click map features on map to identify feature attributes.

8.

Enter address or parcel into search bar to navigate to address
or parcel.

Additional Resources
1. Static County Base Maps
2. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
3. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Quick Access Maps: How do I turn on/off the
data layers?
1.

Select Layers tab to toggle off and on desired layer.

2.

Check/Uncheck layer box to toggle on and off the data
layers.

Audience
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Additional Resources
1. Static County Base Maps
2. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
3. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Quick Access Maps: How do I print the map?
1.

Pan/navigate the map to the extent the print needs to be.

2.

Click the Print button.

3.

The Print Job will open in a new window and can be saved as a
PDF or printed.

4.

If the Print Job does not open in a new window, ensure that
pop-up blocker is turned off.

Audience
General Public

Additional Resources
1. Static County Base Maps
2. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
3. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Quick Access Maps: How do I use the Measurement
tool?
1.

Click “Measurement icon in tool bar on the left of the map
window.

2.

Choose which measure tool you want to use

3.

Area

4.

Distance

5.

Location

Audience
General Public

Additional Resources
4. Static County Base Maps
5. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
6. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Quick Access Maps: How do I search for an
address or parcel ID?

Audience
General Public

1.

Click drop-down to select which feature to search: Address,
Parcel, other.

2.

Type address or Parcel ID into the search bar in the upper
right corner.

3.

Select address or parcel with mouse or hit “Enter” to navigate
to selection.

Additional Resources
1. Static County Base Maps
2. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
3. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Quick Access Maps: How do I use the Gallery?
1.

Click Gallery button on top banner, next to “Home” and” Map”.

2.

Scroll to access desired Quick Map.

3.

Click on map to launch.

Audience
General Public

Additional Resources
1. Static County Base Maps
2. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Manager John Carlson |574-245-6583 or
3. SJC Staff Contact: GIS Specialist Beverly Kingston | 574-406-6851
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Attribute.
 A characteristic of a geographic feature typically stored in tabular format and linked to
the feature in a relational database. The attributes of a well-represented point might
include an identification number, address, and type.
Base Layer
 A primary layer for spatial reference, upon which other layers are built. Examples of a
base layer typically used are either the parcels, or street centerlines.
Buffer
 A zone of specified distance around a feature. Buffer Analysis are typically performed
for notification purposes.
Coordinate.
 An x,y location in a Cartesian coordinate system or an x,y,z coordinate in a threedimensional system. Coordinates represent locations on the Earth’s surface relative to
other locations.
Database
 A logical collection of interrelated information managed and stored as a unit. A GIS
database includes data about the spatial location and shape of geographic features
recorded as points, lines, and polygons as well as their attributes.
Digitize
 The process of converting geographic data either from a hardcopy or a scanned image
into vector data by tracing the features. During the digitizing process, features from the
traced map or image are captured as coordinates in either point, line, or polygon
format.
File Geodatabase (gdb)
 File Geodatabases store the datasets in folder of many files on your computer. Each
dataset, not just the geodatabase, can hold up to 1TB of storage. File geodatabases are
not Windows-only limited and can be used across many platforms.
Geocode
 The process of transforming a description of a location—such as a pair of coordinates,
an address, or a name of a place—to a location on the earth's surface.
Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
 a framework for gathering, managing, and analyzing data. Rooted in the science of
geography, GIS integrates many types of data. It analyzes spatial location and organizes
layers of information into visualizations using maps and 3D scenes. With this unique
capability, GIS reveals deeper insights into data, such as patterns, relationships, and
situations—helping users make smarter decisions.
Global Positioning System (GPS)
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Layer


A satellite-based device that records x,y,z coordinates and other data. Ground locations
are calculated by signals from satellites orbiting the Earth. GPS devices can be taken into
the field to record data while walking, driving, or flying.

Layers are the mechanism used to display geographic datasets in ArcMap, ArcGlobe, and
ArcScene. Each layer references a dataset and specifies how that dataset is portrayed
using symbols and text labels. When you add a layer to a map, you specify its dataset
and set its map symbols and labeling properties.
Metadata
 Information about a data set. It may include the source of the data; its creation date and
format; its projection, scale, resolution, and accuracy; and its reliability with regard to
some standard.
Ortho Imagery
 Aerial photographs that have been rectified to produce an accurate image of the Earth
by removing tilt and relief displacements, which occurred when the photo was taken.
Personal Geodatabase (.mdb)
 Personal Geodatabases store datasets in a Microsoft Access .mdb file on the computer
hard disk drive. The storage size of Personal Geodatabases is limited between 250 and
500 MB for the full geodatabase and are only supported on Windows systems. It is for
this reason that Antero recommends File Geodatabases over Personal Geodatabases.
Scale
 The ratio or relationship between a distance or area on a map and the corresponding
distance or area on the ground.
Spatial Analysis
 The process of modeling, examining, and interpreting model results. Spatial analysis is
useful for evaluating suitability and capability, for estimating and predicting, and for
interpreting and understanding.
Shapefile (.shp)
 Shapefiles are a format for storing location and attribute information about features
and are represented by points, lines, or polygons. The shapefile itself is made up of
many different file type extensions that make viewing and editing a shapefile possible.
Additionally, the workspace folder containing the shapefiles may also contain dBASE
tables, which can be joined to the shapefile when needing to store additional attributes.
Shapefiles are easily shared amongst many platforms and are preferred by ComputerAided Design (CAD) practitioners and engineers.
Spatial Database Engine (SDE) Geodatabase
 Multiuser geodatabase that allows multiple users to concurrently access datasets. The
SDE store datasets in a number of optional Database Management Systems (DMBS’s)
including IBM DB2, IMB Informix, Microsoft SQL Server, Oracle, and PostgreSQL.

