Fall Animals
Pre-Visit Activities
These activities have been designed to help your students prepare for their upcoming trip
to the St. Joseph County Parks. By exploring the world of fall animals in advance, your
students will have a better understanding of the activities that they will participate in at
the park.

Warm Fur Experiment
Some mammals grow a thick winter coat to keep them warm during cold weather. We put on coats,
hats, mittens and scarves to keep ourselves warm during cold weather. This experiment shows how
thick insulation can keep something warm.
Materials:
• 2 plastic containers with lids (e.g. cottage cheese or yogurt tubs), large enough for a child to put their
hand in.
• Insulation: towels, stocking caps, scarves, lunch box, etc.
• Refrigerator
Procedure:
1. Fill the plastic containers with warm tap water (not too hot – children should be able to comfortably
put their hands into it).
2. Have each student put one hand into each container at the same time. They should feel the same.
3. Have students remove their hands, and put the lids onto the containers.
4. Wrap one container as thickly as possible with the insulation materials you have collected.
5. Put both containers in the fridge (or outside if it is cold enough) and leave them there for 15 minutes.
6. Ask the students to guess what they think will happen. Will both containers feel the same after 15
minutes? Why or why not?
7. After 15 minutes, take out both containers and unwrap the insulated one.
8. Have each student put one hand into each container at the same time. Do they feel the same or
different?
9. If they feel the same, try the experiment again using more insulation, or leaving the containers in the
fridge for a longer time.

You are a squirrel, and you need to gather nuts to eat during the winter.
Can you find 20 nuts hidden in the tree? Color them brown.

Gathering Food

Fall Mix-Up
The words on this page have gotten all mixed up! Change each bold letter to
another letter so that the word makes sense. Then write the corrected word on the
blanks.
1.

Squirrels get ready for winter by gathering guts. ( ___ ___ ___ ___)

2.
Bats hibernate, which means that they sleek all winter.
( ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ )

3.

Many birds fly mouth in the fall. ( ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ )

4.
Frogs spend the winter buried in the dud at the bottom of a pond.
( ___ ___ ___ )
5.
Raccoons eat as much as they can in the fall so they will be fat during the
winger. ( ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ )
6.
Snakes look for hollow cogs where they can spend the winter.
( ___ ___ ___ ___ )
7.
In the fall, many insects, like stink buns, lay eggs and die.
( ___ ___ ___ ___ )
8.
Animals like slugs spend the winter hiding under a rock, or buried in the coil.
( ___ ___ ___ ___ )

Note to teacher: This can be done individually or as a group activity, depending on the children's
reading skills.
Answers: 1. nuts; 2. sleep; 3. south; 4. mud; 5. winter; 6. logs; 7. bugs; 8. soil

Migration Maze
Hummingbirds drink nectar from flowers. In the winter there are no flowers blooming in
Indiana, so hummingbirds fly south to find food. Help this hummingbird fly south for the
winter.

Hibernation Action
Read this story aloud to your students and have them perform the actions in parentheses.

The Story of Greta (or Gary) Groundhog
It was fall. The leaves had fallen from the trees. The air was cold. A few snowflakes fluttered down.
Greta Groundhog crawled down into her safe hole in the ground and fell asleep (choose one student
to be Greta. Greta lies down on the floor. Cover her – not her head – with a blanket).
The forest around Greta was cold and still (other students become the forest by standing tall with
their arms in the air). Suddenly the wind began to blow (trees sway back and forth). The wind
whistled loudly in the branches (make whooshing noises). But Greta did not hear it. She was fast
asleep.
The wind blew so hard that some of the trees fell down (choose several trees to fall down). They fell
with a loud crash (yell, “Crash! Boom!) But Greta did not hear it. She was fast asleep.
Snow blew through the air. Icicles formed on the tree branches (droop fingers like icicles). The ice
was so thick and heavy that some of the tree branches fell off (choose several students to drop one
of their arms). They fell with a loud crash (yell, “Crash! Boom!) But Greta did not hear it. She was fast
asleep.
Some hungry coyotes walked through the forest looking for food (choose several students to crawl
through the forest). They sniffed the air (coyotes sniff) but they could not find Greta in her safe
burrow. The coyotes yipped and howled to each other (coyotes yip and howl). But Greta did not hear
it. She was fast asleep.
Some hungry blue jays flew through the forest looking for seeds to eat (choose several students to
flap their arms through the forest). They called loudly to each other (blue jays call, “Jay! Jay! Jay!”)
But Greta did not hear it. She was fast asleep.
Nothing could wake Greta up! (Everyone yell, “Wake up, Greta!” Greta stays asleep.)
Finally winter came to an end. Buds began to open on the trees. The air got warmer. The sun shone
down. And finally, finally, Greta woke up (Greta opens her eyes and crawls out from under the
blanket). It was spring.
The end (take a bow).

Storing Up Food
What if you had to store up enough food to last all winter? What would you choose?
Draw it on the empty shelves. Don't forget to include all the food groups!

